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World  cattle  rauiibers  at  the  beginning  cf  1956  reached  a  new  record 
high.    Nuitibers  in  the  United  States  also  set  a  new  record. 

Cattle  in  the  United  States  represent  a  relatively  small  proportion 
of  the  WO" Id  cattle  ntimbers.    Nevertheless,  the  United  States  is  by  far 
the  largest  producer  of  beef  in  the  world.    Beef  production  in  the 
United  States  is  unusually  large  in  relation  to  cattle  numbers.    In  many 
countries  cattle  and  buffalo  are  used  extensively  for  draft  purposes  and 
production  of  meat  and  milk  is  of  minor  importance. 


World  cattle  numbers  at  ihe  beginning  of  1956  are  estimated  to  be 
about  918  million  head,  1  percent  larger  than  a  year  earlier  and  22 
percent  above  prewar.    NuBibers  are  now  around  17  percent  above  the 
19ii6-50  average.   Water  buffalo  are  included  with  cattle  in  countries 
where  they  are  numerous  • 

World  cattle  numbers  continued  to  increase  during  1955  for  the  ninth 
consecutive  year>  but  the  increase  was  the  smallest  in  several  years* 
For  several  postwar  years  cattle  numbers  have  undergone  a  rapid  increase; 
they  increased  36  million  head  in  1951,  23  mm  ion  in  1952  and  20  million 
in  1953.  The  gain  in  1951*  was  15  million  head  and  in  1955  only  6  million. 
Although  the  increase  in  nunibers  slowed  during  1955,  there  were  small  in- 
creases for  all  major  geographic  areas* 

CoiiQjared  with  prewar,  cattle  are  particularly  numerous  in  Africa, 
North  and  South  America  and  in  Oceania;  in  Europe  and  Asiii  they  are  only 
moderately  above  prewar* 

CATTLE?    Estimated  world  total,  by  continent  or  area,  averages 
1936-liO  and  191*6-50,  annual  1955  and  1956 


Continent 
or  area 


Average 


1936-iiO 


19ii6-50  :    1955  3/  :    1956  i/ 


•Increase  (♦) 
^decrease  (-) 
•  1956  '19^ 
a9^1iO  J  T?5F 


North  America 
Europe 
I7.S*S«R* 
Asia 

South  America 

Africa 

Oceania 

Total 


sThousands 
t 

:  96,700 

:  102,500 

s  59,800 

s  307,000 

t  105,500 

s  6U,i;00 

:  18,100 


^Thousands  :  Thousands  :  Thousands  :Percait  Percent 


112,700 
95,800 
50,800 
293,600 
126,500 
86,500 
19,100 


133,800 
105,900 
6U,900 
3la,800 
lli5,700 
97,U00 
22,100 


I  135,100 

:  106,700 

1  3U2,500 

t  lli8,300 

:  97,liOO 

:  22,600 


+U0 
+  li 

+12 

+51 
+25 


+  1 
+  1 


+  2 
:  +  1 


t    75l4,CKX)  :    785,000  :    911,600  t    917,600  s    +22      :  +  1 


1/  Prelirainaiy 


The  long  upward  gain  ia  world  cattle  numbers  reflects  a  recovery  in 
Europe  from  the  low  levels  reached  during  World  War  II.    It  also  was  a 
period  of  generally  rising  prices  of  cattle  in  South  America,  New  Zealand 
and  Australia.    Cattle  prices  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  rose  materi- 
ally from  the  end  of  World  War  n  to  1952  and  this  proved  a  big  stimulus 
to  increased  cattle  produckLon.    Ths  eontinued  increase  in  Africa  reflects 
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improved  production  practices  in  the  warm  tropical  regions  and  higher 
retiims  from  cattle  production.    The  increases  in  the  Orient  reflect  a 
steady  gain  in  the  need  both  for  work  stock  and  dairy  animals  in 
countries  like  Pakistan  and  India.    In  Japan^  Goimmmist  China,  the 
Philippine  Republie  and  Korea  the  increases  reflect  the  recovery  frcM  the 
effect  of  World  War  II  and  the  Korean  War* 

The  large  increase  in  cattle  numbers  in  recent  years  id.ll  be  re- 
flected in  continued  large  world  production  of  b©@f •  Beef  production 
could  increase  even  more  shairply  if  drought  or  other  unfavorable  con- 
ditions should  cause  a  reduction  in  herds  in  one  or  more  of  the  major 
beef  producing  countries® 

World  demand  for  beef  continues  strong^  however^  and  the  current 
large  production  is  moving  readily  into  eons-araption  at  fairly  satis- 
factory prices  to  producers,  except  in  the  United  States  and  possibly  in 
a  few  other  countries*    Increased  living  standards  in  the  Western  Hemis- 
phere, Africajj  and  Ikirops  are  contributing  to  -Ui©  strong  demand.  The 
©sportabl©  mirplus  of  beef  from  Australia  and  New  Zealand  in  moving 
readily  into  World  market-s.    A  fsw  countries  in  Europe^  including  Prance 
and  Norway  are  e3q)eri@ncing  beef  surpluses,  brought  about  by  price  sup- 
port, and  have  been  seeking  e3?port  markets* 

Cattle  nuiabers  eontinued  to  increase  slightly  in  North  An^rlca  dur- 
ing 1955*    Gains  were  noted  in  the  United  ^^Statagj  Me^xo^  Canada,  and 


During  1955  nuraberi  increased  sli^tly  in  Europe,  but  the  changes 
foar  Most  countries  were  small.    Numbers  in  France  established  a  new  all- 
tiiee  highe    Meat  prices  in  France  are  relatively  high,  prices  to  pro« 
ducers  are  supported  by  Govemsaent  purchase®  of  be©f  and  special  e3q)ort 
p^gTBsm  are  in  operation  to  dispose  of  Government  stocks* 

!luii&ers  probably  also  yose  to  a  new  peak  in  the  United  Kingdoat, 
where  government  price  support  prograras  are  offering  a  definite  stimulus 
to  greater  production.    Numbers  Increased  in  Western  Gersaanya  Austria^ 
Greece,  Ireland,  and  Italy*    Denmark's  total  dropped  slightly  and  is 
still  below  prewaTe    Apparently  cattle  mrab@rs  Mva  about  outrun  feed 
supplies  in  a  number  of  European  go\in'tei@s  in  view  of  present  pattern® 
of  crop  production  and  other  livestock  numbers© 

Cattle  numbers  apparently  are  continuing  upward  in  Asia.    The  total 
for  Japan  is  now  k5  percent  above  the  191*6-50  average  and  more  than 
double  prewar*    Numbers  in  the  Phili^iae  Republic  are  larger  than  pre- 
war and  have  nearly  doubled  since  tk©  (^i3~l>f  WoH3  War  11^    Cattle  have 
continued  to  increase  in  recent  years  in  Ihdi&e  Pakistan,  Btuem,  Ceylon, 
South  Korea  and  Formosa.    In  most  of  the  Asian  eountries  cattle  aSo 
waier  Wfalo  are  used  principally  for  draft  purposes*   Milk  and  liaat 
production  are  of  minor  significanc®.    As  th©  hmm  popailations  ©f 
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area  increase  there  are  somewhat  corresponding  needs  for  more  draft  power 
to  meet  the  larger  human  food  requirements  • 

Apparently  cattle  numbers  changed  little  in  Argentina  last  year 
after  reaching  a  peak  at  the  first  of  1955j  but  numbers  increased  con- 
siderably in  Brazil*    As  numbers  increased  for  several  years  in  Argentina 
slaughter  -was  held  at  relatively  low  levels.    During  1955  slaughter  in- 
creased sharply  and  apparently  arrested  the  upward  trend  in  numbers. 
Cattle  prices  in  Brazil  have  been  increasing  although  they  are  still 
under  governmental  control.    Slaughter  quotais  may  have  restricted 
slaughter.    Demand  for  beef  has  increased  materially.    There  has  been 
considerable  expansion  of  cattle  production  in  the  tropical  areas  of  the 
country  and  the  development  of  new  farans.    Cattle  production  is  develop- 
ing rapidly  in  Coloratoia  and  lenezMelag  with"tlovemraeiit  encouragen^t  to 
cattle  improvement  and  the  introduction  of  cattle  adapted  to  the  tropical 
and  semi-tropical  aa^as  of  those  countries. 

Cattle  numbers  in  Africa  are  now  estimated  at  about  97  million  head 
or  abooit  the  same  total  as  in  the  United  States.    Seven  countries  have 
mo-  cj  than  5  million  head      Kenya^  Tanganyika^  Ethiopia^  French  West 
Afrlcaa  Madagascar 3  Nigeria  and  the  Caiaeroonsj  and  the  Union  of  South 
Africa^    There  is  stdll  a  large  potential  for  an  increase  in  cattle 
numbers  and  production  in  Africa.    This  improvement  will  come  about  by 
the  development  of  cattle  better  adapted  to  the  area5  ii!5)roved  husbandry 
practices^  and  better  control  of  the  tsetse  fly,  other  natural  pests  and 
diseases « 

TkB  trend  in  numbers  asd  beef  production  in  both  Australia  and  New 
Zealand  is  still  upward*    Widespread  rains  over  most  of  Australia  have 
caused  keen  demand  for  feeder  cattle  and  increased  prices.  Cattle 
slaughter  in  New  Zealand  during  1955  was  considerably  larger  than  a  year 
earlieri  Is  Austealla  slaughter  was  about  the  ssam  as  during  195i*» 


This  is  one  of  a  series  of  regularly  seheduled  reports  on  world  agri^ 
cultural  production  approved  by  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  Ccan- 
raittee  on  Foreign  Crop  and  Livestock  Statistics.    It  is  based  in  part 
upon  reports  of  Agricultural  Attaches  and  other  U.S.  representatives 
abroad. 


A  suBssary  of  this  Information  was  published  in  the  Apill  9,  1956  issue  cf 
Foreign  Crops  and  Markets. 


